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Good moming. Thank you for allowing me (o spcak today, however it’s unfortunate that
this public comment period did not take place before final discussion on the recommendations.
As many of you know, 1 am an Alaska-licenscd engineer with Cook Inlet Keeper, 2 membez-
supported nonprofit organization dedicated to protecting Alaska’s Cook Inlet watershed and the
life it sustains, Keeper strives to ensure clean water, healthy fish, good jobs, and clean and
offordablc energy in the Cook Inlet region.

The recommendations show there’s been a great deal of thought ov the region’s encrgy
nceds, however one important perspective is missing — how can we meet our energy needs ina
way which ensures long-term jobs? Only in the final recommendation is promotion of renewable
and Jong-term energy sources such as tidal and wind power addressed, and then only along with
promotion of jrresponsible coal devclopment. Coal burning’s adverse air pollution and global
warming conscquences arc well-known, and to develop Cook Inlet's coal resources at this time
would be a step backward. Recommendations that promote drilling anywhere and everywhere
will pot provide long-term jobs and economic health since they leave the region open to more
boom and bust industrial development in the future.

For the record, the following are Cook Inlet Keeper's specific comments on the Task
Force recommendations. I encourage anyone to contact me at Cook Inlet Keeper’s Anchorage
office if you would like to discuss these comments or would like more details.

First, Recommendation #5 discusses ncw oil and gas lcasing and exploration in undeveloped
areas in the Kenai National Wildlifc Refuge, Does the Refuge’s protected status mean nothing to
the Task Force? In contrast to development in a protected area such as this, there are other parts
of the region where companics like Forest Oil are redeveloping currently-unused gas wells and
fields, which is 2 much more responsible way to explore and which should be encouraged by the
Task Force and others.

Second, Recornmendation #6 promotes Quter Continental Shelf exploration of Lower Cook
Inlet. As is now well-known, in early July the Minerals Management Service postponed its lease
sale for next year in Lower Cook Iniet becausc of the lack of bidders, due largely to the cost of
drilling therc, Additionally, the relatively high risk of an oil spill from this type of production -
which likely would affect fishermen, communities, and marine organisms for many years —
makes this recommendation even more unacceptable. A better use of governmental staff and
funds would be to direct them toward devclopment of Cook Inlet’s renewablc resources.

Third, Recommendation #7 on the need for natural gas storage facilitics needs to be expanded to
include other ways to address peak demand for natural gas during winter. These ways include
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