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STATE OF ALASKA 
 

THE REGULATORY COMMISSION OF ALASKA
 
 

Before Commissioners: Kate Giard, Chairman 
Dave Harbour 
Mark K. Johnson 
Anthony A. Price 
James S. Strandberg 
 

 
In the Matter of the Formal Complaint Filed by 
Agrium U.S. Inc. Against MARATHON OIL 
COMPANY and Union Oil Company of California 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 

 
P-04-20 

 
ORDER NO. 7 

 
In the Matter of the Formal Complaint Filed by 
Agrium U.S. Inc. Against MARATHON OIL 
COMPANY and Union Oil Company of California 
 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

 
U-05-20 

 
ORDER NO. 5 

 

ORDER ACCEPTING STIPULATION 
FOR AURORA GAS, LLC TO HAVE IMMEDIATE INTERIM ACCESS 

TO THE COOK INLET GAS GATHERING SYSTEM 

 
BY THE COMMISSION: 
 

Summary 

We accept the parties’1 agreement that Aurora Gas, LLC (Aurora) may 

have immediate and continuing access to the Cook Inlet Gas Gathering System 

(CIGGS) to transport gas from the Nicolai Creek Unit during the pendency of these 

proceedings.   

                                            
1The parties are Agrium U.S. Inc., Marathon Oil Company (Marathon), Union Oil 

Company of California (Unocal Alaska), Aurora, the State of Alaska, and ENSTAR 
Natural Gas Company, a division of SEMCO Energy, Inc.   
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Background 

The parties in these proceedings agreed that, pending issuance of a final 

order in these proceedings, Aurora may have access to CIGGS for gas produced from 

Aurora’s interest in the Nicolai Creek Unit, provided the interim access and its 

commercial terms are without prejudice to, and shall not be cited as evidence in support 

of, any individual party’s advocacy position on any issue submitted to us or the courts 

for adjudication.  The parties further agreed that expedited action by us is appropriate 

and that we should recognize that Aurora may negotiate interim commercial terms with 

Marathon and Unocal Alaska for Nicolai Creek gas transportation, subject to four 

conditions:  (1) that Aurora’s interim access expires at the conclusion of these 

proceedings, (2) that Aurora’s interim access and its commercial terms are without 

prejudice to any party’s position and cannot be cited as evidence in support of any 

party’s position, (3) that we will not accept Aurora’s interim access and its commercial 

terms as support for any party’s position, and (4) that we will not assert jurisdiction over 

the interim access transactions or over CIGGS facilities or the CIGGS owners, 

Marathon and Unocal Alaska, because of Aurora’s interim access.2   

Discussion 

We encourage settlement.  We commend the parties for their efforts in 

reaching this stipulation to allow gas to be transported to market.  We expedite our 

consideration of the stipulation and accept it.  No issue in these proceedings other than

                                            
2Joint Motion and Stipulation for Aurora Gas, LLC to Have Immediate Interim 

Access to the Cook Inlet Gas Gathering System, filed May 9, 2005.  A copy of the 
Stipulation is attached to this Order as an Appendix.   
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interim access by Aurora to CIGGS shall be considered to have been finally determined 

or adjudicated by virtue of our acceptance of the stipulation. 

ORDER

THE COMMISSION FURTHER ORDERS: 

1. The stipulation, signed by all parties, for Aurora Gas, LLC to have 

immediate interim access to the Cook Inlet Gas Gathering System under the conditions 

contained in the stipulation is accepted; however, no issue other than interim access 

shall be considered to have been finally determined or adjudicated by virtue of 

acceptance of the stipulation. 

2. The interim and conditional access of Aurora Gas, LLC, to the Cook 

Inlet Gas Gathering System shall expire at the conclusion of proceedings in these 

Dockets.   

3. The fact of Aurora’s interim and conditional access to the Cook Inlet 

Gas Gathering System under this Order and the commercial terms of the access will not 

be accepted as evidence in support of any party’s advocacy position on any issue of law 

or fact to be resolved in these Dockets or in any future Commission proceeding. 
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4. Jurisdiction will not be asserted over the transactions involved in the 

interim and conditional access of Aurora Gas, LLC, to the Cook Inlet Gas Gathering 

System under this Order or over the facilities or owners of the Cook Inlet Gas Gathering 

System by reason of or reference to the interim and conditional access of Aurora Gas, 

LLC. 

DATED AND EFFECTIVE at Anchorage, Alaska, this 10th day of May, 2005. 
 

BY DIRECTION OF THE COMMISSION 
(Commissioners Dave Harbour and 

James S. Strandberg, not participating.) 
 
 
 
 
(S E A L ) 
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