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Lease sale ball bounces into assembly's court  
Last week's public hearings on proposed oil and gas lease sales for lower Cook Inlet provided
study in democracy in action. The hearings, conducted in Seldovia, Homer and Kenai, were s
bring grass-roots feedback into the decision-making process. 

What the federal government, through its agent, the Minerals Management Service, does with
feedback remains to be seen. Given the diversity of the testimony -- Kachemak Bay residents
expressed overwhelming opposition, while their central peninsula counterparts turned out in fo
express their approval -- it would seem the MMS has a monumental task ahead of it in trying t
balance acceptable to both sides of the debate.  

Emotions ran high at both hearings last week. In some cases, perhaps too high. What should 
a healthy exchange of ideas degenerated at times into name-calling and a spirit of intolerance
residents of the central and lower peninsula. When the dust had finally settled, a clear "us and
mind-set had emerged, threatening to drive a wedge between Homer- and Kenai-area residen

The rift poses a problem, as well, to the Kenai Peninsula Borough Assembly and Mayor Dale 
The Bagley administration has already expressed its full support for the lower Cook Inlet lease
appears to be unconcerned about the opposition. Bagley discounted the Homer-area testimon
orchestration of single-minded environmentalists at Cook Inlet Keeper. He also defended the 
testimony of Kenai-area residents, saying hard feelings are natural when people see their live
threatened.  

Apparently, the hard feelings of Homer-area folks, who see their quality of life threatened, are
equal concern to the mayor. Nor is the city council's unanimous opposition. After all, we have 
handsomely, he says, from oil and gas money over the years.  

We understand how a community that grew because of oil development wants to preserve tha
of their economy. Bagley and others may not understand the historical opposition to oil develo
down here, dissent that predates the Keeper by more than 20 years. If the Keeper "orchestrat
opposition, then it leads a symphony of Carnegie Hall-caliber first-chair musicians.  

Our central peninsula neighbors also may not appreciate the losses suffered by many of our n
in the 1989 Exxon Valdez spill. In some cases, oil development didn't just threaten livelihoods
destroyed them.  

A resolution in support of the lease sale goes before the borough assembly at its Tuesday me
urge the assembly to pull the resolution from the consent agenda and give it further considera
not doing so, the mayor and assembly, who represent all borough residents, run the risk of ali
sizable segment of the population.  

Beyond that, all peninsula residents should consider how we can better understand each othe
we can create new energy industries that minimize risk to the environment. BP's pioneer "whi
plant at Nikiski -- which turns natural gas into clean fuel -- is a good start.  

All Kenai Peninsula residents share common values -- a love for our land, a desire to keep ou
communities prosperous -- that should bring us together. We should not let our passions divid
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Comments or questions?  
For questions about the website contact the web master at HomerNews.com 

For questions or comments about the news Homer News Editorial and Newsroom Content 
 

Homer News 3482 Landings St. Homer, Alaska 99603 907 235-7767  
Copyrighted by Homer News, a Division of Morris Communications 

Privacy and terms of use.  

-- Mark Kelsey, editor;  

Gary Thomas, publisher.  

 

Discuss this story in our Discussion Forum 
 

        
E-mail this Story 
a friend

E-mail a message 
to the editor

Have our Headlines 
e-mailed to you

Page 2 of 2Homer News OnlineLease sale ball bounces into assembly's court 01/30/03

11/12/2003http://www.homernews.com/stories/013003/ope_013003ope0010001.shtml


